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Buy small, make a big difference 
You can’t buy happiness, but you can buy local and that’s kind of the same!  
Help Wangaratta bounce back and Shop Local this festive season!
Put this list on the fridge and challenge yourself to tick them all off! 

Get your bike  
or car serviced Visit a Farmers Market Get a summer haircut Enjoy a coffee and cake

Visit a country pub Buy a loved one  
something special Picnic with local produce Update your wardrobe

Visit somewhere new Gift local crafts Enjoy some live music Smell the flowers

Get summer fit in the gym Pamper yourself Start a new book Try a new restaurant

For more information, visit  

www.wangaratta.vic.gov.au/Business/Shop-Local

Wangaratta  |  Oxley  |  Milawa  |  Tarrawingee  |  Everton  |  Moyhu  |  Whitfield  |  Glenrowan  |  Boorhaman |  Eldorado
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Welcome to our new look community newsletter,  

Our Wangaratta. We are thrilled to revive our newsletter as a  

way of sharing news about our community, for our community.  

Every quarter, we’ll be shining the spotlight on all the great programs  

and initiatives in the Rural City of Wangaratta, not to mention our  

much-loved Humans of Wangaratta series. You’ll also find important  

updates on Council services, projects and events. 

We’ve had a challenging couple of years, but we are jumping into this 

summer with new hope for our businesses and our community.  

Thank you for playing your role and helping to keep our community 

thriving through these tough times. It’s important we continue to follow 

the rules and advice of the health authorities and government. I also 

urge everyone to be kind to each other, to our businesses and to our 

visitors – they will play an essential role in our economic recovery.  

As we switch into festive mode, it’s more important than ever to support 

our local businesses. Shop locally for gifts, take a day trip to our local 

attractions and enjoy our many cafes, bars and restaurants. 

I also encourage you to embrace the chance to get out and reconnect 

with our vibrant municipality this summer. We have a brilliant program 

of events for you. Summer in the Parks is back, with events including 

interactive creative workshops at the Wangaratta Art Gallery, Dive in 

Movies at the WSAC and our much-loved Outdoor Ball. You can read 

all about them in this edition – check out the full program on the back 

cover and be sure to put them in your calendar!  

We wish you a wonderful festive season around family and friends. 

Have a great summer and happy reading!  

 

 

Mayor Dean Rees 

Mayor’s 
Message

Did you know 
you can...

1    
Connect with  
us anytime:

 
Phone: 03 5722 0888 

 Email: council@wangaratta.vic.gov.au 

  In person: 
62-68 Ovens Street, Wangaratta 

Monday-Friday: 8.30am-5.30pm  

2    
Stay up to date on our  
social media channels  

     @wangarattacouncil  

    @Wangaratta_Council  

    @RuralCityofWangaratta 

3   Chat to your Councillors 
Council meetings are held  

monthly and are streamed onto our 

YouTube channel. The agenda is 

made public a few days in advance, 

and you can submit a question to be 

answered during ‘question time’ at  

council@wangaratta.vic.gov.au.  

Questions can be received until 

10am the day of the council meeting.  

4    
Tell us when something 
needs fixing  

Bins not been picked up? Public toilet 

leaking? A stray paving stone come loose? 

Let us know at: 

wangaratta.vic.gov.au/report-it  

   
 

   

By knowing what goes  

in which bin and disposing  

of your waste correctly, you can 

contribute to more material recovery 

and less waste going to landfill. 

Check out the 5 R’s of recycling on our 

‘what to put in your bins’ webpage. 

Want to listen to this 
newsletter online?  
Visit wangaratta.vic.gov.au/
communitynews for an Mp3 

version of this newsletter. 

Recycle most  
household waste?  
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Our Sustainability team has put together their top tips 
to help you give yourself the gift of energy savings this 
holiday season. Not only will these tips help save you 
money, but they’ll also help make the planet a healthier, 
safer place!  

1. Light Up Your Tree with LED! 
Whether you like to deck the halls or just have a few simple lights 

on your tree, using LED lighting festoons is the smartest choice for 

energy savings. LED Christmas lights use only 10% of the energy  

that regular bulbs use. They are also much safer than incandescent or 

halogen because they generate only a fraction of the heat! So, there’s 

also no need to panic if you accidentally leave the lights on overnight.

3.  Decorate without electricity
Choose alternative 

decorations that do 

not require electricity 

like wreaths, garlands 

or ribbons. You can 

make them even 

more environmentally 

friendly by using 

recycled materials.

5. Gift Green! 
Are you gifting electronics or 

appliances this Christmas? 

Before you splash the cash, 

check the Energy Rating 

Label, the more stars the 

more efficient the product 

and each additional star  

can represent a reduction 

 in energy use of 10-30%.

4.  Get kitchen 
savvy! 

If you’re planning on 

cooking up a storm this 

Christmas, save energy 

by baking several dishes 

together in the oven instead 

of separately. Your oven 

will use the same amount 

of electricity to heat up 

one dish as opposed to 

a full rack. There’s also 

no need to preheat the 

oven for dishes with a 

long baking time, such 

as your Christmas ham 

– just pop your dish in at 

the beginning and add a 

couple extra minutes to the 

timer. Reduce your use of 

electricity and reduce your 

cooking time so you can 

spend it enjoying the day! 

2.  Spare the 
Sparkles! 

Twinkling and flashing 

lights use more electricity. 

Pick solid lights to save 

money and add to 

the special Christmas 

atmosphere by only 

turning them on once  

it gets dark.

Check out more 

environment and 

sustainability tips  

on our website:  
wangaratta.vic.gov.au

Energy saving  
tips for the  
Festive Season
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Tips from our 
Personal Trainer
Summer is here! When it comes to exercise, it can be hard 
to know which advice to trust, how to get started and how to 
stick to it! Lucky for us, our WSAC Personal Trainer, Sue, has 
put together a few tips to help us get SUMMER FIT!  

1   Get friendly! We are much more likely to stick to our 

goals if we motivate each other. Grab a mate, grab a 

membership, and get moving!  

2   Stay hydrated! The heat can take a lot out of us –  

making workouts hard and affecting our motivation  

to keep going! Drink lots of water to stay on track.  

3   Eat right! We are what we eat! Feel fitter by eating the 

recommended 2.5 cups of fruit and veggies a day!  

4   This summer the Wangaratta Sports and Aquatic 

Centre has lots of fun new classes and a program of 

events for the whole family to enjoy. Come down and 

visit us, take a swim, and enjoy getting summer fit!  

Exploring  
Our Region 
The We Are Explorers team recently spent an action-packed 

week in Wangaratta, squeezing in adventures all across our 

beautiful region from dusk till dawn. The gang of adventurers 

took on an epic hike up Mt Cobbler, went gravel grinding  

along the best bike tracks, uncovered the best spots to grab 

 a brew, and then took pride in shouting from the rooftops  

how Wangaratta showed them that regional Victoria is 

seriously underrated!  

If you need some inspiration for getting active in our beautiful 

backyard this summer, or want to spark some Wanderlust 

in friends and family, check out the articles that sum up their 

adventures at www.weareexplorers.co 
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Humans of 
Wangaratta
Our “Humans of Wangaratta” series has shone a spotlight 
on local community members on our social media accounts 
over recent months. Here we bring you a snippet of local 
Journalist, Leah Anderson-Bryne’s story.

“I’ve always wanted to be a journalist; being able  

to combine my love of writing and talking to people 

has been something I’ve always dreamed of doing.  

I used to drive past the local newspaper on my way  

to school and imagine myself as one of the people  

I could see going through the side door in the mornings. 

Look at me now, I AM one of those people going 

through the side door whom I idolised as a child.

There are some super special people here in our region.  

I’ve been lucky enough to be able to tell their stories through 

my work. In the last year I’ve been able to write many stories 

promoting inclusivity, LGBTQIA+ issues, diversity, being kind  

and learning about the way others live their lives. I’m proud to  

be a part of that, it’s made my heart swell.

One of the most impactful stories I’ve had the honour of writing 

was about local woman, Julieanna Powell, born in Hungary 

in 1934. She told me her story of the WWII Russian invasion 

of her hometown, running from an abusive partner, escaping 

through border lines from Russian soldiers during the Hungarian 

Revolution, and then arriving in Australia with no friends or money.

Once when interviewing a man at a local 

nursing home, he didn’t want to be there, but 

he couldn’t live independently. Upon leaving, he 

followed me out to my car. I literally thought he was 

going to jump in and ask me to be his getaway driver. That would 

have been a story to tell.

Wangaratta is such a close knit community, I covered the 2018 

floods and 2019/2020 fires; it was super intense, especially 

during the floods when I was at work seeing my own house in 

Tarrawingee being surrounded by water. Even though it was an 

intense period, it was great to see how our community were able  

to support each other.

Wangaratta is home to many people who have incredible stories to 

tell, you don’t have to look very far, they may be just around the corner.” 

Summer  
Holiday Blues?
Change up the kids’ mood in 3 easy ways!   As Summer arrives, 
so do the School Holidays! Long hot days to fill inevitabley 
lead to frayed nerves, stress, tension and tears! - Children  
and parents! Michelle Parker, local community member, and 
former Kindergarten Teacher in the Wangaratta region for  
the past 40 years has kindly shared her expertise with us  
on keeping the kids out of trouble summer! 

MUSIC: Put on some tunes and 

dance it out! With younger children 

you could play Musical Freeze or  

you could give prizes for the craziest 

dance, best air guitar, etc. Dance like 

no one is watching and feel the 

tension melt away. 

EXERCISE: Outdoor play is vital 

for all of us, but especially the kids.  

Get out and jump on the trampoline, 

kick a ball, set some backyard 

challenges like first to find a feather  

or do 5 cartwheels. Or you could really 

get back to Nature and explore some 

of our local attractions like; Winton 

Wetlands, Paradise Falls, Barry Falls,  

or The Myrtelford Mosaic Trail 

LAUGHTER:  This is my 

favourite, available 24/7, free and 

never fails to de-stress! If tensions are 

rising, step in before it boils over. Find 

a funny cat video, tell a really bad joke 

or just start laughing and see what 

happens - it really is infectious. 
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Celebrate Summer:  
From Coast to Country
Pop into the Wangaratta Art Gallery to take a look at this 

exhibition on display in the foyer, presenting a selection of 

landscape paintings collected by the Rural City of Wangaratta 

over the last 40 years including works by John Colin Angus, 

Len Pawluk and Angelo Quabba. All  depict the Australian 

landscape in summer, from the coast to the country. It is a 

pleasure to be able to showcase them to celebrate summer

Exhibition on display until 25 January

Tamworth Textile Triennial:
Hop across into Gallery 1 to see this showcase of the best of 

textile art from across the country, curated by Vic McEwan, 

and attracting artist participation from all states in Australia. 

The triennial takes place every three years, and in order to 

acknowledge the tension the world has long been under,  

the work in this exhibition focuses on the future of people  

and place through textile as a material and human  

experiences as materiality.

Exhibition on display until 13 Feb

Youth Council 
Are you passionate about making a difference in our 

community? Got great ideas for how to make our region 

better for the next generations but don’t know how 

to get your voice heard? Great news! Youth Council 

Nominations are now open for 2022! Apply to become 

a part of Youth Council at wangaratta.vic.gov.au/
Residents/Youth/Youth-Council. 

Get in quick as applications close on 7 December.

 
 
What’s On:
•   The King Valley Challenge 

4 December | 10.30am start | Lake William Hovel

•   Eldorado Gold Flag Trail Day 
4 December

•   Milawa Providore Christmas Market 

10-11 December

•   Grapes of Mirth | De Bortoli Wines 
11 December | 2pm-8pm

Check out the details on the above events and more at: 

www.visitwangaratta.com.au/Events



Lots of FREE Events!

Pop me  on the fridge!

For bookings and information visit 
wangaratta.vic.gov.au/sitp 

Summer  
in the Parks

2021-2022

Australia Day  Celebrations
8am-11am 
King George  
V Gardens +  more rural events!

26
JAN

Outdoor Ball

Saturday 
6pm-10pm 
Merriwa Park

12
FEB

Acoustic  
Vibes Concert

Saturday 
3pm-10.30pm 

Merriwa Park
26
FEB

The  
Garden Series

Tues, Wed, Fri 7am in the King George  V Gardens

THROUGH

JAN

Wangaratta  
Library
Thursday 
6.30-7.30pm 
Read among  
the leaves + more!

13
JAN

Geocaching  
MEGA event
Sat-Sun 
Wangaratta  
Sports &  
Aquatic Centre

15-16
JAN

Dive-In Movie

Friday 

Wangaratta  

Sports &  

Aquatic Centre

21
JAN

Summer  
Markets

A huge variety  

of markets,  

dates and  

venues.

ALL 
SUMMER 

LONG!

Light Up 
Wangaratta
Friday 
8pm-10pm 
Across the  
community!

10
DEC

New Years Eve  
Celebrations

Friday 
6pm-Midnight 

Wangaratta  
Showgrounds

31
DEC

Wangaratta  

Art Gallery

Interactive  

and creative  

events in  

January

THROUGH

JAN

Cinema Pop Up 
Thurs-Sun 
7.30pm-10pm 
Merriwa Park

2-5
DEC


