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EFFLUENT DISPOSAL AND WATER QUALITY
This policy applies to all development that is unable to be serviced with
reticulated sewerage.
Policy Basis
Development that cannot be serviced by reticulated sewerage should be located
and designed to account for the sites unique environmental attributes and any
nearby environmental features, such as creeks, rivers, lakes, springs, wetlands,
bores and dams, particularly features providing water for stock, human or food
production purposes.
Objectives
§ Ensure water quality and human and animal health is not affected by
development.
§ Ensure that effluent disposal systems are suitable to the soil type and
topography of the site, and are appropriately located away from
environmentally sensitive features.
Policy
It is policy to:
§ Recognise the ‘precautionary principle’ when assessing the likelihood of
environmental impact.
§ Discourage development in areas without reticulated sewerage unless it can
be clearly demonstrated that the wastewater environmental impacts of the
proposal can be negated.
§ Ensure all effluent disposal systems and effluent and irrigation fields are
located at least 100 metres from any watercourse. Council may at its
discretion agree to a reduction in this setback when topographic constraints
would prevent the discharge of wastewater to a watercourse or other
sensitive environmental features.
§ Encourage EPA approved package treatment plants.
§ Encourage the reuse of wastewater.
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